Chapter -IV

MEASURES TO CHECK FORNICATION
UNDER ISLAMIC LAW

Having studied till now the concept of chastity and the penal
laws of Islam with special reference to hudood as also the detailed
penal provisions of the Islamic legal system in regard to fornication,
we shall now proceed to see the various measures provided for in
the religion of Islam for checking fornication.
It might be interesting to note that Islam proceeds on a two-
thronged way to enforce its provisions of law. The first one is to
address the 'self ( c>*i>) and to inculcate in him those traits that
would smoothen the way of treading its prescribed path. And the
second method is to invoke the sovereign authority of the State which
is a repository of power. No fixed ratio as such, has, however,
been fixed as between the two; the State's powers and its
intervention increasing as and when the will power of the citizens
weakens and the State's intervention decreasing when the
cumulative effect of the citizen's will power to follow a prescribed
course assumes greater proportions. Besides this common feature
of the Islamic system, one would also notice, particularly in regard
to the prevention of crime, that Islam attempts at the creation of
such an atmosphere as would minimise the chances of commission
of crimes. And for this purpose, Islam goes to prescribe both
positive as well as negative measures. This is the rule rather than
exception in respect to those crimes which are considered graver
and heinous in the eye of law. And if a citizen commits an offence
despite the presence of such measures, Islam strikes a hard blow
at the offending citizen so that it might serve as a deterrent to the
law-abiding persons.
Fornication is one such heinous crimes in the eye of Islamic
legal system. Islam has, therefore, prescribed both positive as well